
A Ghost of a ChanceA Ghost of a ChanceA Ghost of a ChanceA Ghost of a Chance
Jazz piano improvisedsoloJazz piano improvisedsoloJazz piano improvisedsoloJazz piano improvisedsolo
Doug McKenzieDoug McKenzieDoug McKenzieDoug McKenzie

Victor YoungVictor YoungVictor YoungVictor Young
Bing Crosby and Ned WashingtonBing Crosby and Ned WashingtonBing Crosby and Ned WashingtonBing Crosby and Ned Washington

&44
?44

1a

Ï å eq_q__Ð q q
Ï å __e_____q __h_____h

h Ð ÐbÐ_bÐ .Ð .Ð_.Ð Ð_Ð
ï å

_____be _____.Ð _bÐ

Ð_bÐ Ð_Ð .Ð .bÐ_.Ð ÐÐ_nÐ_Ðb eq_nq_Ðb q_q eq_nq_Ðb
_bÐ bÐ

Q ï
.q .bq_.qn _.Ðb e bÐ_Ð_nÐ_bÐ__Ð

3

_q
ï Ï QQ

CÌ G/C D!7 G•

å .q .q_.bq ÐÐ_Ð Ð Ð bÐnÐ
.Ð Ð H Ï

bh_bh .Ð Ð .Ð bÐbÐ__bÐ
q H .Ð Ð

__Ð__bÐ_bÐ__Ð_ÐÐ
6 bÐÐÐbÐbÐÐÐ

7 bÐnÐÐ _bÐ _Ð

h H_H___H
_bE _Q _bE _Ð_Ð Ð .Ð Ð
bH_H___H .Ð_.Ð___.Ð Ð Ðn _Ð

On Fm7, an Eb scale - with accelerando and crescendo - start on 9th  - pedal  down-

G• C7 F• B!7 E•
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RH plays 4 note chords(inversions of Dm9 melodic phrase)

while  LH plays single melody notes connected chromatically.-E• A7 D• D• GÆ
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In tempo to start of song. Basically  a modern 'stride' style with lots of variation.-

Leave out the 'turnaround - straight to  start

GÊ CÌ D!7 G• C7

__bq___bq bq_q__q e_q__q bqqq_q beq
Ð Ð Q Ð Ð bq

ÐÐ__Ð Ð ÐÐÐn Ð#ÐÐÐ
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A momentary lapse of concentration here !!

Turnaround on E7,A7,D7,G7-F• B!7 E• E!} D• G7 G7/F E7 B!7 E!7 A7
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On each chord play notes 1235 - then the same on its tritone equivalent.

i.e.E7,Bb7,Eb7,A7,Ab7,D7,Db7,G7-A!7 D7 D!7 CÌ G7sus D!7 G• C�
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Same voicing moves with melody down a tone to Gm11-

Am11 voicing LH b3,4,5 and RH G triad-F• B!7 E• A— Dª G7 C; B; B!7 B;

qq__q___q
Ð Ð bqqqÐ qq

h__h QQ #Q_#Q
Ð Ð_#Ð q_nq ÐÐÐ __Ð
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QQ_Qn Q_Q QÐ_Qn__Q Q_Q__Q

For 'drop 2' LH plays 2nd top note down an octave - ignore hand split here

On chord tones Dm chords, on non chords tones build a diminished chord-

Whole thing moves up in whole tone steps-

On G7alt,  whole tone drop 2 voicings. RH plays augmented triad-

LH plays note from Whole tone scale a tone below the top RH note-C6 A7sus D• GÊ CÌ G7sus
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Same idea as above - chords in cycle of 5ths.

D7sus A• F#† B• E!} E• E!7 A7
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Melodic phrase transposed either down a tone or  by  a tritone-

A!7 D7 G7 CÌ D!7 G• Cā

bÐbÐÐÐ q qq qqq
q HbH_H__bH bQQ
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Another sequenced phrase passed around the cycle-

F• B!7 E• A• Aā D• G7 E7 A7
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Half/whole diminished scale on C7 (C,Db,Eb,E,Gb,G,A,Bb)

D7 G7 CÌ GÆ CÌ D!7 G• C7
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Deliberate discords on each chord change in this turnaround-

D7 G7 CÌ D!7 G• C7
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F• B!7 E• A– D• G7 B!; B; CÌ
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On Em7b5 A7, a dim scale run- Another whole tone block chord thing - the melody moves in whole tones on this G7alt chord-

E• A7 D• GÆ CÌ D•

qqq qqq qqq qq_q
QQ_Q QQ_Q Ð .Ð .Ð QQ

_q__q ÐÐ_ÐÐÐÐ ÐÐÐÐÐÐÐ qq
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Chords move diatonically here - CMaj7, Dm7 (Ebdim), Em7,Dm7, Cmaj7-

E• D• CÌ F#† B† E• A7
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RH and LH in unison arpeggiate the chord up to melody note-

D• G7 CÌ D!7 G• Cā
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RH vamps simple chords - LH plays melodically-

F– B!7 E• A• A7 D• GÊ C6 E}
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D• G7 CÌ D!7 G• C�
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F• B!7 E• A• D• G7 B!7 A7
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D7 G7 C A!; G• C7
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F• B!7 E- D7 D• GÆ CÌ B!7
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QQQn QQ_Q QQ_Q QÐ_Q__Q
_bÐ_nÐ ____Ð ____Q ï
QQ__Q q QQbnÐ__bQ Q_#Q

qn qn_q q_qn q_q__Ðb _Ð__Ð Ð
ÐbÐnÐ QQnQ QQ Q

C E• D• G7 D• G7

Ð_Ð__Ð___Ð
Ð Ð Ð Ð Ð __q

h__h e__q Q
Q e

___q
ÐÐ_ÐÐÐÐÐ ÐÐÐÐÐÐ Ð Ð

#q #Q _Q _Ð__#Ð __Ð
#q#q q_q h
QQ Q QÐ q

Ðn#ÐÐÐÐ nÐ Ð ï
Q#Q Ð_Ð _Ð Q_#Q__Qn Q_Q__Q

This time on E7,A7,D7,G7, a melodic phrase over the E7,A7 is played down a WHOLE tone.

CÌ F#† B7 E7 AÊ

#Ð#ÐÐbÐ nÐ Ð q #q_q
Q_Q _Q QQ__Q QQ

qn_q__Ð___q
ÐÐ__Ð#Ð Ð ÐÐ Ð q

q__q
bÐnÐbÐnÐÐ_Ð ÐÐ_Ð bÐ nQQ_Q

ÐbÐ_Ð__Ð ÐÐ_Ð ÐÐ_ÐÐÐ_ÐÐn Ð q_q ÐÐ_ÐÐÐÐ_Ð
bÐ_bÐÐ
ÐÐ ÐÐ_Ð

ÐÐ _ÐÐ
ÐÐÐ

qq_bq qq_q__q
bqqn Ðb qn qÐ_q

E #Q e QQ q#q

The melody on first 2 1/2 bars is one note. 

Here the lower neighbors are used.-

Rhythm is changed to tripletsDÊ GÊ CÌ D!7 G• C7

bqbq_q__bq
bqqqq qq qq

Ð .bÐ QQ__Q bQ bQQ
Ð__ÐÐn Ð#ÐÐ

3 ÐÐÐ .Q E

qn_q
Q bq

_bq
Q_Q__bQ

#ÐÐn ÐnÐ qq #q qqn_qn__Ð__.Ðn _Q__Q #QQ__Q QnQ
hn h__hn eq__q .q_.#q__.q___.qn
å #e Ð Ð q Ð Ð

F• B!7 E- E!6 D• G7 E7 A7

_.q__.q e_q__Ðb q_q__Ð q_q__Ð
Ð Ð q Ð Ð Ð Ð__Ð

qq__qn___q q__q___q
QQQ qq

__h
__Q Q__Q

qbq
___.bÐ____.Ð ___Ð _bÐ .Ð bÐÐbÐ ÐÐ

bHHH QQ__Q .Ð__.Ð _Ð
bq ÐÐÐÐ ÐÐ#ÐÐn bÐÐbÐ_Ð_bÐ

3

QQ q hh__h

Pedal tone in LH on the dominant (G)-

G7sus G7 CÌ D!7 G• C7

__Ð__.bÐ _bÐ__Ð__Ð__Ð_Ð
3 _ÐbÐ_ÐÐÐ

3 ÐÐÐbÐnÐ3

q bQ Q Q
ÐÐÐÐ ÐÐÐn Ð#Ð#Ð .nÐ qq#q
Qn QQn_nQ H _Q

#qq ÐÐ .Ð qqn ÐbÐÐ Ð
#Q_Q Q_Q Q_Q QnQ

Ðn ÐÐ ÐÐ ÐÐ Ð #qbqq ÐÐ Ð
Q#Q_Q Q_Q nÐ_#Ð Ð

_Q
F• B!7 E• A7 D¢ G7 E7 AÊ
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qÐ#qÐ Ð .Ð nq#q_q #qq_q_.nÐ _Ð #Ð_Ð Ð Q q
qq_q__Ð ÐÐ_Ð__Ð__Ðn qq_q__Ð qq_q__Ð
h__h __.Ð .Ð

Ð Ð Ð
bÐ .Ð_.bÐ qq_q__q ÐÐ_nÐ__Ðb __Ð ÐÐ_Ð__Ð ÐÐ_Ð__ÐE Q be q bÐ nÐ

.q .Ðn .q_.bq eq_q .bq .qn .Ðb_.q eqÐ_q
#ÐÐÐ Ð Ð E q EQn

DÊ GÆ CÌ D!7 G• C7

bÐbÐ_Ð .Ð qqÐ_q nhû_h
bH Q bq

qq__q ÐÐ_ÐÐÐÐ Ðn
Ð ÐÐ ÐÐ ÐÐ

qn_q QQ _Ð_#Ð_nÐ _Ð_#Ð _Ð_Ð
ÐÐÐÐ ÐÐÐÐ ÐÐÐ ÐÐ ÐÐ#ÐÐ ÐÐÐ_

bÐ ÐÐ_bÐ #Ð
_Ðn __Ð__Ð _Ð _Ð _Ð ____bÐ ___bÐ _#Ð___Ð

Ðn Ðn Ð ÐÐn Ð qq ÐÐn__bÐ Ð #q#q__nq__Ð _Ð _nÐ
__Ð bq__bq nq__nq

F– B!7 E• A• D• GÊ CÌ B!7 B7

qq__q___q q__q___q
#ÐÐ__#ÐÐnÐbÐ

Ð#Ð#ÐÐ

h__h
Q Qb_#Ð__Q

ÐÐÐ_Ð __Ð___ÐÐ___Ð___
_ÐÐ___Ð____Ð ___Ð____Ð___Ðb___#Ð __Ð___nÐ __Ð___Ð __Ð___nÐ

.Ð __Ð Qn QQQ_Qn QQ_Q
_Ð__#Ð_Ð__#ÐÐ_Ð Q_Q Ð_ÐÐ_Ð#ÐÐ ÐÐ Ð
QQn__Q q QQ__Q Q_#Q

Ð ÐÐ ÐÐÐ#ÐÐ3 Q .Ð Ð
QQ_Qn Q_Q QÐ_Q__nQ QQ__Q

More Whole tone stuff-

C6 E• A7 D• GÊ CÌ G7sus

q q__q___q
q#qq_q qq_q

EQ__Q q e QQ Ð Ð
#Ð Ðn ÐÐÐÐÐ ÐÐ#Ð

Ð_Ð3 _Ð__Ð__Ð___Ð

Q #Q_Q _.Ð Ð__Ð _Q
___H qbqq_q qÐbq_q
__q Ð Ð bQ Q

qn q_q__q
ÐÐÐÐ#ÐÐ

3 __Ð__Ð #Ð Ð nÐ

q_q Qn QQ Q_#Q__Qn _Q__Q
E• A• F#† B7sus E!} E• A7

Ð #Ð ÐÐ_Ð _bÐ_nÐ __Ð __#Ð__Ð___bÐ___nÐ

QQ_Q #Q_Q nQQ__Q q

___Ð___#Ð____Ð ____Q ÐÐÐÐÐÐ3 _Ð__Ðn __Ð____Ð

qq__q
.Ð .Ð_.Ð ___Ð HH_H

____Q Q____Q QbQQ QbÐQ

å QbÐ__bQ E __Ð Ð __Ð Ð
qq_bq__q ÐÐ_Ð .Ð .Ð_.Ð .bq .qn .Ðb enqÐ_q
QQ Q E q En

Glissando melody note (G) targets the G octave above-

D• G7 C D!7 G• C�

bqbq_q q_q__bq q_q__Ð qqq_q
Q bqq bq Q

ÐÐ__Ð
ÐÐÐ ÐÐ ÐÐ QbQ__Q QQ_Ð__Q

qn_q Qn QQ_Q bq
_bq

Q_Q__bQ
Ðn ÐÐÐn ÐÐÐÐ ÐÐ ÐÐ ÐÐ bÐÐ#Ð bÐÐ ÐÐ_Ð__bÐ__nÐ_Ð Ðn Ð_Ð Ð_Ð ÐÐ ÐÐ Ð

å eqn__q ÐÐ__Ð ÐÐ__Ð ÐÐ__Ð bÐ#Ð_#Ð qq_q
å E Ð Ð Ð Ðn Q

F• B!7 E• E!} D• GÊ C; A7
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hh_h bhh_h
Ð Ð ___q

E q e
Ð Ð Ð Ð ____Ð ____Ð ____Ð_____

__Ð
____Ð

__q
QQ_Q Q_Q__Q QQ_Q

å __
__E_____
__Q

____Ð_____
__Ð
_____
__Ð

_____
__Ð
____Ð_____
__Ð

____Ð_____
__Ð
_____
__Ð

bq_bq
QbQ__bQ EQ__Q QQ__Q e_q

Ï å __
_E_____
_Q

___Q_____
_Q

_____
_bÐ
_____
_Ð
_____
_bÐ
_____
Ð

Ð bÐ
bQ_Q q_qn

Q_Qb__Ðn

THis time on repeating melody note (G) - play successive G's up an octave each time.-

D• G− C6
D!

G•
C7

_____Ð_____bÐ____Ð____bÐ____Ð3 ____Ð_____Ð____Ð____Ð____Ð3

ï

q QbQ__bQ Q_Q___Q bQQ
__Ð
____Ð ____Ð____Ðn ____Ð___#Ð____Ð3 _____

_Ð
__Ð_____
_Ð

__Ð_____
_Ð
_____
#Ð
_____
nÐ
____#Ð

_q QQQ_Q _.#Ð
.#Ð _#Ð .Ð _nÐ

_____
Ð
____Ð ___Ðn __.Ð __Ð _____bÐ____bÐ _____

_bÐ
_____nÐ_____
_Ð
_____
_Ð

Qn QQn_Q bQ_Q__Q QQ__Qn
_____
_Ðn
_____
__Ð
____Ðn _____bÐ_____

Ð
_____
_Ð

____Ðn _____nÐ_____
_bÐ

___bÐ___Ð____Ð_____bÐ

bQ_Qn Q_Q___Q _bQ___bQ
QQn

Slow stride - deliberately stilted style - pedal NOT used to connect bass note and chord-

RH notes are clipped-

RH improvises at extreme treble end of piano.-

Same as before - this time short 3 note phrase transposed

F• B!7 E• D• A!7 G7 B!7 E!7

___Ð____Ð____Ð_____
Ð
____.#Ð _____

_bÐ
_____Ð_____
_Ð
_____
_nÐ
____nÐ ___#Ð _____

__Ð
_____
_bÐ

Q_Q #Q_Q__Q __Ð .nÐ .Ð QQ

_____
_Ðn
_____
Ð
____Ð____Ð ____Ð ____Ð___#Ð ____Ð_____

_Ð
____Ð____Ð ____Ð___Ð____Ð____Ð

Ï _Q__Q QQ_Q Q__Q
____Ð____Ð____Ð____bÐ ____nÐ_____

__Ð
____Ð____bÐ ____nÐ_____

__Ð
____Ð____bÐ ____nÐ____Ð____Ð___#Ð

QQ__bQ bq_bq
Q__Q q_q

____Ð____Ð_____
__Ð
___#Ð _____
__Ð
_____
_Ð
_____
_Ð

_____
_Ð
_____
_bÐ
_____
_bÐ
_____
Ð
_____bÐ____Ð____Ð

qq__q
QbQ_Q QQ Q_Qb__Ðn

More of the high treble staccato  phrases in RH-This time a pivot phrase (G and its neighbours)-D7 G7 CÌ D!7 C7sus C�

____bÐ___Ð____Ð___Ð ____bÐ ___Ð___bÐ _bQ Ï
QbQ_Q __bQ Q_Q__Q___Q Ð_Ð__Ð Ð

.Ð .Ð_.Ð #Ð_#Ð__#Ð .Ð .Ð_.Ð
ÐÐÐbÐ ÐÐÐÐ ÐÐÐ qqq

Ð #Ð .Ð _Ð _Ð _nÐ_Ð _Q
#QQQ qq nq qn Ðb_q
#Q_Q__nQ _Q__Q QQ__Q QnQ

q__qn___q q_q__q #q_#q__#q qq__q
q__q bq nq .Ð nÐ

F• B!7 E- C“/A D¢ G7 C; B!; B• C;

qqÐ_bq qqÐ_q .bq .#q_.#q e
Q Q Q q

ÐÐÐn Ð qqq ÐÐÐ _Ð Qn Q_Q

Ï _Ð _#Ð _nÐ__Ð Ð QQn__Q
.bq .q .q EQQ QQQ bqqbq_q__Ð _Ð _#Ð _nÐ Ð___Ð Ð Ð Ð

qq__q ___Ð __Ð _Ð__Ð___Ð _Ð__Ð___Ð _Ð__Ð___Ð _Ð__Ð___Ð___Ð
__e .q Ð ÐÐ Ð ÐÐ

A7sus A� D• G7 G7 G G7sus

_Ð__Ð Ð_Ð__Ð Ð_Ð__Ð Ð_Ð__ÐÐ _Ð__Ð Ð_Ð__Ð Ð_Ð__Ð Ð_Ð__Ð
å e Ð Ð Ð Ð Ð ÐÐ

_q__q Ð#Ð_ÐÐÐÐ qq .Ð .Ð ÐÐ
q#q #Q QQ Q

qÐbbq nqq nq_q bÐÐÐÐ Ð
bQQ QQ ÐÐ Ðn Ð

Q
qqq bqbqbq qqn_#q qn_nq
_QQ
Q bQbQ QQ Qb#Ð

A different rhythmic figure used over these 2 bars-

CÌ/G F#† BÊ E!} F7 E• A!7 A7 D7
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&
?
q_q__q___q _q_Ðb__bq _nq___q bq_q__Ðb___q
q_q bq h

___.Ð__.Ðn .Ð
.Ð Ð

__ÐÐÐÐ
Ð ____Ð____ÐÐ ____Ð ____Ð

h__h
_Q___Q QQ_Q

____Ð____Ð____Ð ____Ð____ÐÐ Q Ï

bq_bq
QbQ__bQ nQ__Q QbQ__Q

Ï ÐÐ_bÐÐÐ .bq .qn .Ðb_.q eqÐ_q
Ðn Ð_nÐ Ð Q E q e#q

More of the octave displacement idea on the repeating G melody note-

D7 A!7 G7 D!7 CÌ D!7 G• C7

.bÐ .bÐ__.bÐ __Ð __q _q q_q
Ð Ð

H bQQ
qq__q Ð_ÐÐn Ð#ÐÐ

3 Ð .Ð qq
qn_q Q _Ð_.#Ð _Q_Ð

qqqn ÐÐ Ð .q e
_ÐÐÐn Q QQ Ï

h QQ __Ð ____Ð

Ï _Ð Ð
_Ðn ___Ð _Ð #Ð

F• B!7 E• A• D• G7 E7

__#Q_____bQ __nQ____Q _Q____#Q __#Q____Q

Q_#Q__#Q _Ð__nÐ .Ð __Q #Q_Q
__.Qn___.Q____.Q_____
.Q

eqqq ÐÐÐÐ ÐÐÐ qq
Ðn_Ðn Ð __Ð _Ð _Ð Ð Ð_Ð Ð

h_h__h___h h_h__ûb___h
h___h h___h

Ï
___Ð
ÐÐ__Ðn ÐÐ__Ð ÐÐ__Ð Ï

__e .q q Ð Ð

A7 D•
G7sus G� C6

ï ÐÐ__Ð ÐÐ__Ð Ï
å __e Ð Ð Ð Ð Ï

¸

__q Ï ï

CÌ


